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IAF combat-ready, defence self-relian

New delhi, President
Droupadi Murmu on
Sunday delivered a mes-
sage of peace for a con-
flict-ridden world even
as she attributed India’s
success in Operation
Sindoor to defence self-
reliance and signalled
the combat readiness of
the Armed Forces. n
wide-ranging remarks
on the eve of the 77th

Republic Day, the
President spoke of
India’s economic
resilience, hailed the

recent GST and labour
reforms, indicated an
early enactment of the
women’s  reservation
Bill and lauded the con-
tributions of women,
youth, farmers and the
poor, whom Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
calls the four pillars of
the  Viksit  Bharat
goal.Noting the Indian
tradition of praying for
peace across the uni-
verse, the President

mentioned the May
2025 Operation Sindoor
and precision strikes
against terror infrastruc-
ture in Pakistan and
PoK. “Terror centres
were destroyed and
many terrorists met their
end. Our self-reliance in
the field of defence
powered the historic
success of Operation
Sindoor,” she
said.Murmu recalled her
visit to the Siachen Base
Camp and sorties in the
Sukhoi and Rafale fight-
er jets to underline the
Air Force’s combat
readiness. “I witnessed
the extraordinary capa-
bilities of the Navy’s
indigenously built air-

craft carrier INS
Vikrant. I also sortied in
the submarine INS

Vaghsheer. Based on the
strength of the Army,
Air Force and Navy,
people have complete
trust in our defence pre-
paredness,” she said.

With India on the cusp
of signing a trade deal
with the EU, Murmu
said swadeshi remained
the guiding principle of
the national economic
approach.

“Despite global uncer-
tainties, India is record-
ing continuous econom-
ic growth,” she said,
adding that the country
was on track to become
the world’s third-largest
economy in the near

ce drove Op Sindoor:

future. She termed GST
the most important post-
Independence decision
for economic integration
and hailed next-genera-
tion GST reforms as a
revolutionary move.The
President also empha-
sised India’s resolve to
eradicate remnants of
the colonial mindset and
said, “Today’s India is
moving forward with
new self-confidence,
conscious of its glorious

traditions.”

Highlighting the nar-
rowing gap between
government and citizens
and the emphasis on
public participation, she
pointed to the presence
of 46 per cent women in
Panchayati Raj institu-
tions. She said the Nari
Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam would take
political empowerment
of women to new
heights and  give

Murmu on R-Day eve

unprecedented strength
to women-led develop-
ment, signalling an early
enactment of the law.
Murmu also hailed the
contributions of tribal
communities, farmers,
the poor and the youth in
India’s  development
journey and said farmers
remained the backbone
of society and the econ-
omy and had made India
self-reliant in foodgrain.
She said crores had been
lifted out of poverty and
initiatives like the free
foodgrain scheme were
ensuring they did not
slip back into poverty.
“Efforts for the welfare
of the poor are giving
concrete  shape to
Mahatma Gandhi’s ideal
of Sarvodaya,” the
President said, calling
youth the flag-bearers of
national development
and expressing confi-
dence in their role as the
drivers of Viksit Bharat
by 2047.
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